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890 Reviews of Boohs [December 

(Manchester: Cooperative Wholesale Societies, Ltd. 1911. Pp. 
viii, 365, 3 maps, 3 charts.) 

Contains statistics of the Wholesale Societies to June, 1910. The 
illustrations of the C. W. S. warehouses, factories, and farms are for 
the first time accompanied by descriptive statements. Four articles 
are included : Cotton growing within the British Empire, by J. How- 
ard Reed; Lords and commons in legislation, especially as regards 
finance, by W. M. J. Williams; The cooperative movement in rela- 
tion to literature and art, by A. E. Fletcher; The fraudulent rela- 
tions of land and taxation, by Joseph Edwards. 

Annuaire du movement cooper atif international. Publie 



par les soins du Comite central de l'Alliance cooperative internation- 
ale. Premiere annee, 1910. (Paris: Felix Alcan. 1910.) 

Wahlhandbuch der deutschen Sozialdemohratie in Oster- 



reich. ( Vienna : Volksbuchhandlung. 1911. 2.40 m.) 

Statistics and Its Method 

The New Dictionary of Statistics. By Augustus D. Webb. 
(London: George Routledge and Sons; New York: E. P. 
Dutton and Company. 1911. Pp. 682. $7.00.) 
For some reason not clearly apparent this book is announced 
as "a complement to the fourth edition of Mulhall's Dictionary of 
Statistics." It is true that Mr. Webb has covered less ground 
than Mulhall, but he has worked with commendable independence 
and has in no way limited himself to the task of bringing Mulhall's 
figures down to date. The pages of the new work are fewer in num- 
ber and less crowded, but the omissions are largely of the odds and 
ends of curious and miscellaneous information, largely non-statisti- 
cal in character and frequently unverifiable, which characterized 
Mulhall's book. Mr. Webb has limited himself to what is sub- 
stantially the recognized field of economic and social statistics, a 
field which is for practical purposes delimited by the scope of 
official statistical publications of one sort and another. In its 
scope his book may be said to stand as near to Sundfarg's Apercus 
statistiques internationaux as it does to Mulhall. But Mr. Webb's 
purpose, unlike Sundbarg's, is not primarily to provide a compen- 
dium of official statistics. He has used freely, but discriminatingly, 
the results of many analytical and interpretative studies that have 
appeared in the standard statistical journals, and has consistently 
kept in mind the fundamental purpose of the work as a book of 
ready reference. 

The dictionary plan of arrangement is followed, but the classi- 
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fication of subjects is less detailed than in Mulhall. Mr. Webb's 
plan of grouping his presentation of the separate, but closely re- 
lated, parts of important general fields of statistics into "articles" 
is thoroughly commendable, since it obviates repetition and mini- 
mizes the chance of erroneous interpretation that arises from iso- 
lating individual statistical facts from their proper context. Cross- 
references and an excellent index make the book substantially as 
easy to use as if the dictionary classification were more detailed. 
But perhaps the most notable and most praiseworthy departures 
from Mulhall's methods are the complete and specific citation of 
sources and authorities, and the concise but generally adequate 
cautions as to the limitations of the meaning and of the accuracy 
of the various kinds of statistics presented. 

Aixyn A. Young. 
Washington University. 

Otto Hiibner's Geographisch-statistische Tabellen alter Lander 
der Erde. Edited by Dk. Feanz von Jueaschek. (Frank- 
furt : Verlag von Heinrich Keller. 1911. Pp. vii, 107.) 
The first section of the well known Tabellen gives the area, 
population, national income and expenditure, public debt, and 
strength of the army and navy, of the sixty-two leading nations 
of the world. In the second section the length of the railways and 
telegraphs, the principal industries, the population of the large 
cities, together with the value of weights and measures of the dif- 
ferent countries reduced to the metric system is given. There 
follows a brief table giving the principal economic and social 
statistics obtainable for the European countries and the United 
States. There are very few statistics of a general nature which 
are not covered for the principal countries in these tables. The 
results of the censuses of 1910 and 1911 are, in some cases, in- 
cluded. The figures for the United States were taken from the 
official publications and, on examination, are found to be correct. 
If the figures for the other countries show as high a degree of 
accuracy, the tables can be used with confidence. 

W. B. B. 



